


“That science 
could contribute 
to the growth 
of a young 
New Zealand”.

- Thomas Cawthron’s vision



Impact through 
world-class science, 
mātauranga and 
leadership.



From the mountains to the sea.
Science as a solution.
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Ambitious OutcomesGlobal Challenges

Climate change

Biodiversity loss

Unsustainable food 
systems

Healthy ecosystems

A prosperous blue economy

Thriving people and 
communities

Our Purpose

World-class science 
and mātauranga  Māori 
for a better future



Mission-driven science. 

Supporting resilient communities 
within the Pacific

Turning the tide on climate 
change

Rejuvenating and enhancing 
aquatic environments

Realising the potential of algae

Securing safe and sustainable 
food for the future



Focus on high value
- Aotearoa’s point of difference – greenshell mussels
- Endless opportunities: Neosaxitoxin from microalgae



Focus on high value
- 1000+ species of seaweed around Aotearoa
- don’t commoditise, seek unique benefits 
(alternative proteins, nutraceuticals, 
pharmaceuticals)



8

Data Science,  Blue Technology
- Understanding offshore dynamics
- Enabling sustainable offshore aquaculture



Global Seafood
Production

NZ Fishing NZ Aquaculture

Value through a unique point of 
difference, our story



Bianchi, M., Hallström, E., Parker, R.W.R. et al. Assessing seafood nutritional diversity 
together with climate impacts informs more comprehensive dietary advice. Commun 
Earth Environ 3, 188 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1038/s43247-022-00516-4
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

“Seafood holds 
promise for helping 
meet nutritional 
needs at a low 
climate impact”.





Big Ocean Big ResponsibilityBig Opportunity



Foundation Partners





A shared vision for our future



Mau tonu te au 
kakara i te moana.

So that the sweet 
scent of the ocean 

remains.

The Cawthron Whakatauki
coined by Cawthron scientist
Te Rerekohu Tuterangiwhiu
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